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West Park and 
Thorold facing 
uncertain future 
ARC says trustees should choose which 
school will close with Kernahan
By Scott RoStS
Staff

The committee tasked with recommending options to 
address declining enrolment at secondary schools in St. 
Catharines and Thorold, will not pick one definitive option 
to send to the District School Board of Niagara, instead opt-
ing for two scenarios that will leave the question of which 
schools close in the hands of trustees.

During a four-and-a-half hour working meeting on Thursday 
night, members of the DSBN’s accommodation review commit-
tee for Central & South St. Catharines and Thorold Secondary 
voted to recommend two options to DSBN trustees. While 
both options identify the closure of Kernahan Park Secondary 
School, they leave the fate of West Park Secondary School, 
Thorold Secondary School and the location of the board’s 
French Immersion program up in the air. One option, the senior 
administration option C, suggests Thorold and Kernahan be 
closed, and French Immersion moved to West Park, while 
the other, public option No. 1, suggests closing West Park and 
Kernahan, and leaving French Immersion at Sir Winston.

The suggestion to forward two options came from Thorold 
committee member Eric Nixon.

“Nothing says we have to select only one option,” said 
Nixon. “If we choose two options... we can forward it where I 
think the decision belongs — to the trustees.”

While committee members agreed and voted to do so, it 
wasn’t unanimous. One committee member said she felt the 
committee didn’t go deep enough, instead opting for a com-
promise that didn’t sway one way or another on the debate of 
closing West Park or Thorold. She said that went against one 
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adam cadot, a Grade 12 student at Governor Simcoe Secondary School shows off the SimPhone app he cre-
ated for the iPhone, iPod touch and iPad products. the free app is a new comprehensive resource that teach-
es the fundamentals of competitive robotics. through tutorials, tips and even a step-by-step building guide, 
the SimPhone will help rookie and veteran teams better themselves on and off the competition field.

StudentS offer teen tech Support
By MeLinda cHeeveRS
Staff

When it comes to robotics, Governor Simcoe 
Secondary School has been leading the way in 
Niagara for quite some time. 

Simbotics, Team 1114 is a group of approxi-
mately 25 students between the ages of 13 and 18 

working to pursue their interests in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and math). The team com-
petes in a yearly challenge where they build a robot 
to do tasks, trying to outperform other teams from 
across the country and in some cases, the world. 
Mentors from the community, usually previous 
robotics team members who have since graduated 
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